Forum meeting Thursday 30th September
Present:  Brian Martin in the chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, Paul Robertson, Simon Adams, John Purkiss, Paula Knowles, Allen Jones, Rose Phillips, Jane Ringrose, Karen Davies, Cynthia Adams, Pam Painter, Gordon Stevens & Sue Willis.
Apologies from:  Daphne Harvey, Barry Palmer, Paul Singleton 
Brian opened the meeting by informing the committee of the sad death of John Washington and long time and valued member of the committee.
MATTERS ARISING The hedges along Princess Margaret road have now been cut back.  Karen and Cynthia are looking into the possibility of getting funding from Thurrock Community Safety for the £520.00 need for the flood lights.
POLICE REPORT The figures have been very good since the 1st August with 9 ABH, 1 Arson, 2 Common Assaults, 1 dwelling burglary, 7 other burglary, 5 criminal damages, 1 dangerous dog, 2 robberies, 1 theft of motor vehicle, 1 theft of cycle, 2 thefts from motor vehicles, 3 dwellings burglary, 1 shop lifting & 1 threat to kill.  Obviously the Arson was most unusual and very disturbing.  
Paul Singleton and the NSO at Tilbury are the only two left.  A decision will be made in October as to future staffing.
Brian & Bob had made an executive decision and funded new puncture proof tyres for the bikes at a cost of £100.00 this was much appreciated by Karen.  Paul asked if there had been any problems in Coalhouse Fort car park with the council not locking the gates at night.  John Purkiss replied that he had been locking the gates and now the council had rescinded its decision and was locking the gates and opening the toilets as they had spent so much on getting the green flag status.  Paula and Karen are visiting the local school regarding Halloween but would not be on duty the two nights the Halloween special took place at the Fort.  However they would be at the station for the next two Fridays with a “knife arch” and questioning people as they got off the trains.
TREASURERS REPORT Bob reported that we had £7,300 in the bank, uncommitted.  We have had our 2010-2011 funding cut by 40% and no allocation is expected from 2011 except for £475 for admin. Bob pointed out that we must use our lose our 2010-11 allocation so we have bid for £2,500 for the 2011 Fun Day and £1,000 for Youth Club.  Brian remarked that in his opinion the Forum would still exist as funding had always been a welcomed extra.  We were still waiting for our bid for tables for West Tilbury Village Hall to be passed but Brian pointed out that it was unlikely for there to be money in the pot for the windows at the Village Hall.  John urged us to look at other places for funding i.e. the new Dubi Port that was being built in Corringham would probably have community funding.
Jane asked if she could approach Party Man and a Go Cart company to see if they could attend our Fun Day at a reduced rate or even free.  She would also ask her manager at Asda if they could fund the Youth Club at all.
YOUTH CLUB Simon has taken over as Head/Manager/key holder.  We have had a disappointing downturn in numbers since we have resumed after the Summer Holidays with only about 12 youths attending.  The Stubbers weekend had been a great success with everyone enjoying themselves.  We have tickets for Adventure Island and agreed to take as many girls and boys who wanted to go on Wednesday, 27th October of half term week.  There are also a number of events coming up including paint balling, and night exercises which several have indicated they would like to go on.   Simon said that we had a young trainee, Sam Bayliss, who lives in Linford helping out through the Boys & Girls Club training scheme.  Jane asked if it would be possible to do more quizzes and competitions, Simon said he would organise inter club contests.  The committee wondered if it would be possible to advertise the youth club at St. Cleres.
SPORTS HALL  We still had problems on the first week back from the summer holidays the partitions had not been opened luckily Daphne had her husband with her and he managed to open them – apparently the caretaker forgot.  Brian reported that if the school had an offstead inspection tomorrow he would have to report that their community cohesion is rubbish.  Whereas the Infant School always responds to problems and fixes them.  Brian and John agreed to meet with Paul Griffiths to discuss the problems arising from the Junior School.  Unfortunately the Line Dancing Club has had to close due to lack of members and the Street Dancing Club is only attracting younger children.  Unfortunately numbers are also down for the junior table tennis and badminton, Daphne has tried to get someone in to take basket ball but to no avail.  
LOCAL ISSUES  John reported on the Bata Field Development.  He was summoned over to the library the other day to meet with Mrs Bata and her daughter.   Mrs Bata wanted to know what the feelings of the local population were to the development.  John reported that no one wanted the houses; they were on greenbelt and with no additional infrastructure in place most people thought it would make the roads a lot busier and create problems at the level crossing.  Mrs Bata asked him if it would be possible for the council to put aside some of the housing to be purchased/rented only be local people.  Thurrock Council did not feel this was politically correct so Mrs Bata then asked if some could be put aside for the elderly.  This is being investigated but seems unlikely.  Ian Anderson of ICENA has asked if he can come and talk to the forum about the development we agreed to invite him to our October meeting.  It may be that the old Doctors surgery may be the next site up for development.
No application has been received yet for the 350 houses had been received for the area west of side of Butts Lane opposite St. Cleres School taking part of St. Cleres golf course.  Nothing has been decided yet about the flats going to be built within the Bata Factory complex.  Brian asked John why the old football field had JCB digging there.  Paul asked exactly how much the council had to save next year, John reported that it was £4,000,000 this year and £10,000,000 next year which was 12 – 15% of the annual budget.
Brian reported that St. Cleres is now an affiliated co operative trust and he has been voted community representative.  This means that we could use the sporting facilities at St. Cleres cheaper.
Gordon has been approached by a friend who cannot understand why there is no lollipop person on the road by the school.  His friend would be willing to take on the job free of charge.  This has been a long standing problem in the area but the criteria is that there has to be a large number of children walking to school alone.
The Rectory at East Tilbury has been sold to a young family.  Thanks to Paul for the last tour of the building money raised by the sale will buy a new property for Paul and his wife in Linford and toilets at the Church.  St. Catherine’s are holding a harvest supper this Saturday (2nd October).  The walls at St. Catherine’s need repointing.
Marian reported that the Methodist Church is starting up a new children’s club the first Thursday of the month called the Yippee Club.  The Church now has permission to develop our car park.  It was sad that after 12 years the Catholic congregation had stopped using the Church due to a shortage of priests.  This meant that the 100 people that use the church for the 9.00 mass would now have to go to either Tilbury or Stanford le hope.
Sue asked about the bus shelter and path opposite the church, John reported this is in hand.
Pam asked if we could have a notice board in Linford as there always used to be one. It was felt the shop area would be a good place.
Cynthia reported that her neighbourhood watch group was ticking over nicely.  

Karen has been approached regarding disabled access.  Some parts of East Tilbury are not disabled friendly and one gentleman was unable to go to Colne Park on his mobility scooter.  John Purkiss is to investigate.
Trees have been chopped down in Stenning Avenue and Welland would be next.
Jane complained about the grass between 50 & 51 Solway. Why hadn’t it been cut as it was now as high as her fence  she was also concerned about the council turning street lights off between 1.00 – 5.00 am.  John said a decision had not been reached about this Jane also reported that some people were animal waste in the green garden waste bins which wasn’t right and that there was a lot of dog mess in Solway.
Rose was concerned about the clay pigeon shoot and Bennett pit the bank of soil was getting higher and higher.

Allen informed Paula that the key for the West Tilbury notice board was now with Corrin who lives at number of 4 the green.
Allen was pleased about the purchase of tables but disappointed regarding the windows.  West Tilbury village hall is a monument and it is run without council help. It is a registered charity and was given to the village by the families of people who fell in the First World War. 
A lorry overturned in Cooper Shaw road and left contaminated material in the ditch which is being pursued legally.  John asked if the village hall had approached RWE or the scrap yard for funding for the village hall. 
Paula asked if we could have some low fencing edging around the re-cycling area in the Memorial Park, John to look into.
 Bob asked if anything could be done about the uneven pavement outside the six shops in Gloucester Avenue.  This is apparently owned by the shops and up to them to maintain. 
Thames gateway would be abolished in 2012 and absorbed by Thurrock Council John assured the committee that they would not be paid by the Council.
Meeting ended at 9.40 next meeting 28th October thanks was also given to Bob and Marian for the summer BBQ at their house.
