Forum meeting Thursday 27th October 2011
Present: Bob Kuyper in the chair, Marian Kuyper, Clare & John Gale, Cynthia Adams, Karen Davies, Sue Willis, John Connolly, Daphne Harvey, Steve Richardson, John Purkiss, Simon Adams
Apologies: Brian Martin, Rose Phillips, Paul Robinson, Barry Palmer, Paula Knowles, Pam Painter, Chris & Kim Ford, Allen Jones, Gordon Stevens
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.
POLICE REPORT
Crime figures were down for this month.  4 Burglary dwelling (1 Linford 3 ET), 3 Burglary others (ET), 1 Criminal damage not a dwelling (Stanford House!), 1 criminal damage (Linford) 3 Criminal damage to vehicle (ET), 2 Fraud (ET), 1 Public Health offence, 3 theft from motor vehicles, 1 theft other & 2 thefts of vehicles (ET) making 21 crimes in total this month.  The burglaries to houses had been through taking window panes from the front door.  Daphne asked if any progress had been made on the racist graffiti at Princess Margaret Road, so far the police had not had any luck on this case but they had a good idea who it could be.  Speed limit signs keep being turned around, John Purkiss to get them tightened.  Also a lot of parents are still parking irresponsibly on the road around East Tilbury schools making it very dangerous when the children leave school in the afternoon.  Karen asked John P if he could arrange for some council enforcement officers to attend at the school.  Also where the fence had been knocked down at the side access in Trent, motor bikes and quad bikes were getting through to the field. Also a dog walker had found 5 big pots of cannabis growing behind the fences. These have now been confiscated by the police.  Priority this month, motor bikes and parking on the pavement.
SPORTS HALL

Daphne Harvey reported that bookings are up for the Sports Hall with Street Dancing hiring for two hours and a local rugby club for training.  Daphne has asked for the heating to be turned up on a Sunday when the Church met and was told that the charge would be £75.00 for the adjustment.  She did not know if this was a one off payment or if it would be charged every time we needed the heating changed.  The Caretaker was following the matter up.  Daphne has access to the new storage area as the key is kept in existing cupboard but the access to the storage shed is open to the elements.  Daphne had also received a phone call and letter from Geoff Howell regarding the community use of the Sports Hall and advising who would be overseeing on behalf of Cory after the trust is wound up.
YOUTH CLUB  
Three boys were asked to leave Youth Club the previous week due to bad behaviour.  Marlon who is our new leader has in fact informed us he will be leaving at Christmas due to a new job in East Ham.  This week we will be taking members to the Coal House Fort for the Halloween experience.

LINFORD PARK/PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Bob showed the plans for the new play equipment to be situated in Linford Park.  Although we had received £25,000 from Veolia Mardyke we had been turned down by the Big Lottery.  This led to a shortfall of £1,600 for the play equipment and £5,000 for the restoration/maintenance work for the swings.  It was unanimously agreed that the Forum would fund the £1,600 and we would put in a further application to the Big Lottery for the restoration work at a future date.

AROUND THE TABLE
Rose Phillips had asked on the phone if we wanted our 2 planters planed up for winter with Winter Pansies.  It would be cheaper than the summer planting as no watering was required, Clare would ask Rose how much the cost would be.

Brian Martin had been approached by the Cleaning and Greening department of Thurrock Council to see if the Forum would take responsibility for the local distribution of salt and grit.  It was agreed that we would but needed further information as to how it would be supplied and where it would be stored.  Karen would make a list of vulnerable people in the area who would need the most help.

Simon Adams reported that there had been no car parking complaints so far during football sessions and he will continue putting cones out every week but people did tend to move the cones and park between them which may lead to complaints.  John Purkiss said he would ask Tony Goddard who owned the Gothard land between George & Dragon and St. Cleres cottages if Linford Wanderers could use that land for parking at the weekend.  
Cynthia Adams asked if yellow lines could be put in the Welland garage area as bollards couldn’t be fitted as there are still times when the dustcarts can’t get through because of inconsiderate parking.  As the council owns the land cars causing an obstruction can be booked.  Cynthia also asked how much would it cost for resident parking permits.  The ditches at the back of Fairview estate still had not been cleared out.  John Purkiss would contact the owners to see if anything could be done.  Cynthia also asked if the Forum could help with the cost of paper and printing ink for the work she does for the Neighbourhood watch.  It was agreed to make a fund of £50.00 available for all the East Tilbury branches of neighbourhood watch.  
John Connolly thanked Karen for all her support.  Essex Wildlife had been asked to cut down some trees which John couldn’t do with loppers. A resident on East Tilbury Road complained about the Buddleia bushes being cut down.   Although John has a chain saw, EWT refused him permission to use it – health and safety and refused to fund his chain saw training.

John Purkiss had attended a meeting with Geoff Howell of the Cory Trust who had intimated that there may be up to £50,000 left in the land fill tax purse due to agreed projects not going ahead.  John has asked the trust that if this does become available could we please be considered for funding for new play equipment in West & East Tilbury Village and Linford.  The marquee at the Kings Head West Tilbury had been taken down.  Unfortunately 12 special events a year are allowed under present licencing laws.   One of the conditions of the licence is that the pub works with local residents. There is a petition going around the village regarding the noise issue.  Blakes Bar (Bata Club) has a licence until 3.00 am there had been a number of complaints from local residents regarding people making a noise in the courtyard and shining laser lights around so complaints should be made soon as their licence comes up for renewal.  John had also met with Cory regarding the new visitor’s centre currently being built. This should be finished by Easter 2012 and that phase of the park opened.  John hoped to arrange a visit one Saturday morning for Forum members.  Access will be via the Mucking level crossing which will have to be changed to a full barrier.  The Heronry will be made into a fishing club and there may also be Exmoor ponies grazing in the park.  Cory had withdrawn their last planning application to extend the time they took to restore the whole area to a country park.
Next meeting on Thursday 24th November @ 7.30
