Forum meeting Thursday 25th November 2010

Present:  Bob Kuyper in the chair, Marian Kuyper, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Jane Ringrose, Cynthia Adams, Pam Painter, Gordon Stevens, Daphne Harvey, Barry Palmer, Steven Buckley, Brian Martin, Sue Willis, Simon Adams, Allen Jones, Christine Osborne & Paul Robinson.

Apologies:  Paula Knowles & Karen Davies

Guest speakers: - David Churchill from Iceni and Bill Sargent from Thurrock Council
POLICE REPORT

Steve Buckley reported that it had been a very quiet month once again with just 3 shed burglaries plus some ASB’s at the co-op.  There had been a nasty accident in Chadwell the evening before when two young children had been hit by a car both injured but not life threatening.   There had been no problems during the Halloween period.  There was one person on the police wanted list, James Hoare, who had been spotted in the East Tilbury area.  Steve also reported that there is a new Sergeant at Tilbury, Sergeant Lee  Argent.  John asked if it would be possible for stricter adherence of drink laws at the local shops.  There was a burnt out car on Colne Field and a van had been stolen that day from the George and Dragon.  Rose reported that quad bikes and scramble bikes had been seen in a field farmed by Coles.  
BATA FIELD DEVELOPMENT

David Churchill of Iceni  gave a presentation outlining the 299 houses planned in East Tilbury.  This presentation can be viewed on our Forum website www.welcomcf.org.uk  under the heading Bata Field.  Mr Churchill explained the reason for including a water basin (proximity to the floodplain) but this has now been deemed unnecessary.   A number of questions were raised regarding increased traffic, access, flooding, level crossing closures etc.  Several traffic surveys have apparently been carried out by Iceni at different times and they had come to the conclusions that the development would bring ‘no undue stress’ to the traffic system.  All members of the Forum were unhappy with this and asked if the Iceni transport consultant (now an Iceni employee) could attend the January meeting to answer our questions.   It was also pointed out once again to Mr Churchill that there would be a great increase in train movements once DP World opened in a few years time which could leave East Tilbury an island for long periods of time.  There is provision for a pedestrian footbridge being built at the station but that would not help the emergency services.  The development would generate £1.8 million in section 106 funding which would all be spent within the East Tilbury ward plus Iceni would put an extra £450,000 towards the footbridge.  Preparation of the site would be between Spring 2011 to spring 2012.  There are several old garages and one house (the old police station) to be demolished.   Mrs Bata in Canada had previously agreed to sell the land to the developers and had signed an agreement some years ago like most of the other land owners in the area.  
HOUSING

Bill Sargent introduced himself as the Council housing Manager for Chadwell St. Mary, Tilbury & East Tilbury. He showed us a map of the 74 council properties in East Tilbury plus garage & car park areas maintained by his office.  There is not much turnover of tenants as most people stay at least four or five years before moving on.  There are no council dwellings in West Tilbury and Linford comes under a different office.   Bill said his office was in Chadwell and he would be pleased to sort out any problems we may incur in respect of trees, weeds, street cleaning etc.  Jane asked about the problem with cars parking on the pavement creating an obstacle, Bill said this was a police matter.  Paul Robinson said that in his view the streets in this area were some of the filthiest he had ever encountered.  John and Barry replied that Cory, Walsh and CSL do not always use the ‘wheel washing’ facility at the tipping sites and that the council enforcement office was useless.  John urged us to keep Bill informed of any problems in the area.
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
Simon reported that Linford Wanderers had written to all the houses facing Linford Park apologising for the traffic chaos caused at weekends during football matches.  He was putting out cones and urging everyone to park sensibly.  Linford Wanderers are also staggering the times of matches to try and alleviate the problem and cars can park in the George and Dragon car park up to midday.
Barry reported that the council are going to put yellow lines outside Linford Methodist Church to stop cars parking on the road or the grass verge.

AROUND THE TABLE

Bob reported that Ngage would like feedback regarding the use of the local library.  Everyone agreed that although they may use the computers at the library they very rarely borrow books.  It seemed unfair the library should be judged on the number of books it stamps out as it is very well used.

Bob has been in touch with DP World regarding possible funding for forum projects now the council have withdrawn funding.  They are looking to support community funding in the near future but as yet they haven’t allocated any funds.  Biffa will fund projects within 10 miles of any of their sites.  We are 10.8 and 10.2 miles away but it would be worth enquiring if they would be prepared to replace the play equipment in some of our parks starting with the park in East Tilbury Village.  Barry and John agreed to check this out with the council to see if it is possible and to obtain a catalogue of play equipment. Bob agreed to make an application in the forum’s name.
Brian asked if Paula Knowles, our local PCSO, could have her own key to the West Tilbury notice board, which was partly funded by the forum, to insert notices. After some discussion it was agreed that Bob would approach Corin, the current key holder, for a duplicate.
Gordon asked about the Walsh application for an extension, apparently this has been deferred to Monday when Barry and John would attend but they were unsure if they would be unable to speak on the matter.

Christine had come to the meeting to enquire if we knew anything about the new power station at Tilbury.  There has been a lot of public consultation about this project and Allen has attended the meetings he reported that it would be a gas fired power station. They have looked at a bio mass generator (a generator run on new wood pellets) but as the 24inch gas pipe is being laid from E Tilbury to the power station bio mass generation is unlikely.
Allen reported that the tables for West Tilbury Village Hall still hadn’t arrived, Bob to chase (Now due for delivery on 3rd December).

John reported that a builder is going to put in for planning permission to build 16 houses on the old Bata tennis court site.  Although we really do not want any more housing this site is an eyesore which needs to be rectified.  

John and Barry are walking around the area on 18th December with the council to highlight ‘litter hot spots’ a number of spots were identified.

The meeting ended at 9.50.  
Date of next meeting Thursday 27th January 2011 as there will be no December meeting.
MERRY CHRISTMAS    

