Forum meeting Thursday 26th May 2011
Present:  Brian Martin in the chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Clare Gale, Mr & Mrs Crisp, Gordon Stevens, Cynthia Adams, Paul Robinson, Karen Davies, Daphne Harvey, Sue Willis, Michael Shafto, Steve Richardson, Paul Goddard, Simon Adams & John Connolly
Apologies:  Allen Jones, Barry Palmer, Pam Painter, Tracy Sutton & Paula Knowles.
Thanks to John Connolly for giving six members a guided tour of Linford Woods before the meeting.  
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
The Planters have now been planted up.  New reflecting paint would be put on the knee high barriers very soon, we are in the pipeline for new play equipment but if we did get an outside grant Thurrock council will maintain. Linford post box has now been repaired.

POLICE REPORT
Karen reported that there had been 27 crimes in total. 5 burglaries dwellings, one of which was at Chadwell St. Mary but comes under our area, 2 burglary others (West Tilbury & Linford) 2 thefts from motor vehicles, 3 number plates, basic theft 5, criminal damage 4,  Assaults 4, 3 of which were domestic 1 offensive weapon 1 sexual offence.  There had been no thefts of fuel from vehicles this month.  It was reported that a black BMW had been seen acting strangely in Northumberland Road, Linford, and 2 youths had been seen walking down Blue Anchor Lane late at night with baseball bats. Karen said it was always good to report these incidences.  One of the recent thefts had been a lorry being stolen from Thames Industrial Estate a secure estate in East Tilbury apparently the lorry had smashed its way through the barrier.   It was thought the dwelling burglaries could be youths.  We have a new Inspector, Paul Hooks replacing Inspector Brennan and Paul Singleton is back but working Chadwell as well as us.  Karen has special non removable number plate screws if anyone would like them.  High viz jacket for Karen is still outstanding. Karen also reported that 2 motor bikes had been seized and crushed recently which is a very good result.  Operation Burnish would be taking place in the near future and we were asked where would be good places to put speed cameras, East Tilbury Road outside the Church, Princess Margaret Road outside the Ship Pub, Coronation Avenue, King George Avenue and Blue Anchor Lane.  Karen thought main roads would be the only possibility.  Priorities this month fly tipping, speeding & motor bikes.
SPORTS HALL

Daphne had been to a successful meeting last week with the heads and new site manager and full cooperation was now being achieved, the school had agreed that they would not shut down the community hire of the hall for the three weeks as originally wanted for school concerts but only one week.  The change over book is proving successful.  The hall is currently free on Monday, Thursday and Friday for community use.  Daphne had been approached by John Dighton of St. Catherine’s to use the hall for a one off choral concert.  Also the Neighbour Hood Watch teams have to meet somewhere and as they get no funding there was the possibility of the Forum funding them to meet in the hall or even the village hall.  Brian would publicise the free nights in the newsletter that will be going out soon.
YOUTH CLUB  
Simon reported that the Youth Club has between 25 & 30 members attending every week but the behaviour in a small minority of them is very bad with disgusting language.  More volunteers are needed on a Friday evening between 7.00 – 9.30.
PLANS AND EVENTS

John Purkiss reported that there had been no decision on the planning application from Cory on a 5 year extension on the country park – expected late June/July  Bob pointed out that if you go on line by clicking here letters objecting most of which were against except Natural England (in Crewe) who supported the application!!  Diggers are in the Bata Field doing exploratory work but no developer has taken on the building of the 299 dwellings there.  The Platforms at the station are being extended to take trains 12 carriages long. 

The Bata Consultation document was discussed this is a 56 page document detailing the two options for the Bata Factory site it is a consultation document NOT a planning application.  The plans can be seen and commented on if you CLICK HERE or you can visit East Tilbury Library, closing date 23rd June.  John impressed we must be careful what we say about the document as words can be misconstrued.  The factory site is an eyesore with concrete cancer and in fact was built in 1938 with a considered life span of 10 years.  Paul pointed out that the document itself states flats are not very saleable at the moment and the level crossing would be a problem.  The owner of the site has many other sites throughout the country and is struggling to fill the industrial units on site.

The Community Fun Day is going ahead on the 18th June and Brian put out a request for volunteers to assist during the day, we need more craft stalls and Cynthia confirmed that she would be doing her painting and Mrs Crisp makes greeting cards so would be delighted to have a stall as well.  Steve can’t attend but agreed we could lend his large gazebo for the day.  John would be picking up the £3,000 donation from Walsh next week.  John also asked Bob to check with Steve Starr of Thurrock Council that all the necessary paper work was completed.

John Purkiss was asked by Brian the outcome of the council meeting held the previous evening.  Both the Labour Party and Conservative Party got 24 votes each, with the independents voting with the Conservatives.  The Mayor had the casting vote which went to the Labour party so the council is now controlled by them.  John reported that the new leader of the Conservative Party is Phil Anderson a very good choice.   
AROUND THE TABLE
Michael Shafto gave some photos to Karen and John of the ditches in East Tilbury and general fly tipping in the area also some documentation off the rubbish with a name and address on it.

John Connolly reported that there had been no further trouble in Linford Woods except for some fences knocked down.

Paul Robinson reported on the recent school governors meeting.  St. Cleres is applying for academy status along with East Tilbury Infant school; East Tilbury Junior School can’t at the moment because of their results but will be taken under the wing and helped by the other two schools.  It looked very likely that the infant and junior schools would be integrated and if so a new main entrance with offices would be built in front of the sports hall.

Daphne asked about overhanging shrubbery, John Purkiss replied that the council will cut it back and bill the owner.

Paul Goddard asked about the notice board in Linford.  Marian agreed to approach Lloyds to see if we could have space in the shop window for notices and Paul Robinson said we could use the notice board at St. Francis Lower Crescent but it was in a bad state of repair.  Paul and Bob would look into the cost of replacing the notice board.  The Forum could finance the replacement in return for usage.

Simon Adams said that Linford Wanderers pay the council £400 a year for grass cutting in Linford Park, which isn’t always done.  Linford Wanderers paint the white lines, supply goal posts and nets LW had been in negotiation with the council to have a proper licence for this but now the council have pulled out of talks and are insisting that LW pay for them to do all the work which would come to £3,000.  Also there are no rubbish bins in Linford Park and although LW takes all their rubbish home they still get some blame for littering locally.  Simon had also been approached by Lynne of the George and Dragon about putting a seat on the park in memory of her sister – John Purkiss to investigate.    
Next meeting Thursday 30th June, 7.30 Linford Methodist Church 
July meeting will be a BBQ at 11 Pinewood Close on FRIDAY 29th July 7 pm.  Partners and family members welcome.  No meeting in August.
