Forum meeting Thursday 31st March 2011
Present:  Bob Kuyper & Brian Martin in the chair, Marian Kuyper, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Cynthia Adams, Pam Painter, Gordon Stevens, Daphne Harvey, Sue Willis, Paul Robinson, Karen Davies, Michael Shafto, Tracey Sutton, Steve Richardson, Paul Goddard & John Connolly
Apologies:  Simon Adams, Allen Jones, Barry Palmer.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
Bob thanked John Purkiss for obtaining £3,000 promised funding from J. Walsh towards the Fun Day on Saturday 18th June.  An application was also made to Violia (Cleanaway) but  was unsuccessful. 

Bob has been approached by the Chairman of Horndon on the Hill Forum, Mike Tarbard, who is very involved with the Bata Reminiscence Centre at East Tilbury.  The centre need an upgrade to their computer and Bob has recommended increased memory (4GB), a larger hard disk (1TB) plus a 1TB backup disk drive.  Bob has priced the items at £140.00 and he would carry out the upgrades at no cost. This was proposed by Bob, seconded by Daphne and approved unanimously by the committee.
YOUTH CLUB  (Written report from Simon Adams)
Numbers consistently around the 30 mark now, there have been one or two behaviour problems of late, at the moment I've forbidden use of the foyer unless adult supervised, and the only toilet in use is the disabled toilet, preventing groups using the other toilets and leaving them in a poor state.  Leroy Laurent from the YMCA finally came down for his initial inspection last Friday and seemed quite impressed. Jamie Drummond from the EBGC will regularly attend to monitor our progress with the scheme and occasionally bring an activity with him.  
POLICE REPORT
Karen reported that there has been increase in crime in the area over the last month.  They are: ABH 5, Burglary Dwelling 5, Burglary other 8, Criminal Damage 4, Criminal Damage other 1, Criminal Damage Vehicle 1, Drugs 1, Harassment 2, Public Order 1, Public Order Racially or Religiously 2, Robbery 1, Theft of motor 3, Theft Cycle 1, Theft from Motor vehicle 2, Theft other 6 & Theft shoplifting 5.  Although there had been an increase we still had a better rate than Tilbury or Corringham.  The priorities last month were Fly Tipping in Blue Anchor Lane where Karen has patrolled on a regular basis and nuisance from motor bikes.  It was pointed out that the fly tipping in Fort Road is very bad as well and at the top of Turnpike Lane.  There had also been theft of metal railings behind the old Methodist Church in East Tilbury.   A new crime being carried out now is draining fuel from car petrol tanks by drilling a hole in the tank.  Not only do you lose your fuel but you have to have a new tank fitted.  We asked Karen to make harassment outside local shops and illegal use of motor bikes her main priorities, we appreciate her hard work in the area as she is our only permanent PCSO now.
SPORTS HALL

Brian outlined the history of the Sports Hall.  This was built with money from the Cory Trust at a cost of approximately £700,000 for the infant and junior school and the community to use on an equal basis.  This has sometimes been a fraught relationship  The community, thanks to Daphne Harvey, have filled 60% of our time with local Badminton & football club, a local Church and various other youth activities.  In the last few weeks problems with the school have escalated to an all time low in relationships between us.  Brian heard through the minutes of the Collaboration committee of St. Cleres and the primary school that they were going to take over the running of the community side of the Sports Hall from us which is a complete breach of the original agreement with Cory.  Unfortunately comments and emails sent this week by the school have been very hurtful and they obviously see the community as the problem.  Valuable items belonging to the Church were taken out of storage and smashed this week.  There are two store rooms one for the school and one for the community.  This has always been a problem as the school has taken almost all of the space for themselves leaving the community very little room to store equipment.  When this damage was reported John Purkiss met with Mrs Cosgrow, Head of the Infant School to initiate discussions as to what happened, he also asked Paul Griffiths acting head of the Junior School to make enquiries.  There would be a meeting next Tuesday, 5th April, at 5.00 pm. The attitude of the school has never been helpful as we frequently have evening access denied us due to concerts being held in the school and staging being put up in the hall on a long term basis Hopefully this meeting would be the start of a new beginning with better communication between us as we will not lose control for the community use of the hall.
AROUND THE TABLE

John Connolly introduced himself as the warden for Linford Woods which is managed by Essex Wildlife and Paul Goddard who helps him.  John took over a year ago and found it in a terrible condition. He reported that there had been quite a lot of trouble in the woods with youths stealing wheelie bins and setting fire to them in the woods and people shooting at trees and wildlife. He has made a signboard with details about the woods and birds and animals observed to date and would like any new sightings reported to him.  He has put up bird feeders and made some benches out of natural materials.  Linford Woods is a dedicated nature reserve and he would like to make local people more aware of its existence He is an expert in Bush Craft and would be willing to give local schools and groups talks or tours of the area which could incorporate pond dipping and setting up insect traps to observe the different forms of life that can be found there.  We agreed to look at future funding he may need for any small item that Essex Wildlife couldn’t help him with and we agreed we would like a tour of the woods sometime in the summer.
John Purkiss reported that the new metal seat outside the Church at the bus stop had been removed because a new Bus Shelter incorporating seats would be put in place on Tuesday, 5th April.  The seat would be sighted somewhere else, after discussion it was agreed to site it on the Green in Stenning Avenue.  There had been a number of problems with dustbin lorries not being able to access streets in East Tilbury and a problem with a drop bar at the car park in Wellend.  John was having a meeting on Tuesday with Sue Bloss of the council when hopefully all these problems could be sorted out.  There has been no further activity regarding the new housing in East Tilbury and in Johns view it would be a further three years before any building would take place.
It was reported that the ditch on the Fairview estate was blocked with rubbish and oily waste.  Also the gate broken down by what use to be the Bata Farm.  John asked if a kissing gate would solve the problem.  John to look into both these problems as well.  

Bob showed some photos he had take on the two forts footpath where barges were being unloaded with muck on the footpath and also treasurer hunters digging holes 5ft deep looking for Victorian glass.  John would also look into this, Karen said the police were aware of the treasure hunters but again it was the problem of catching them doing it.  Bob has also been contacted by Sustrans who map and build Cycle paths throughout the UK. They are keen to complete a cycle path from Tilbury to Stanford-le-Hope via east Tilbury and would like to attend a forum meeting to discuss the current plans.
Sue Willis said the new village sign should be ready by the summer and Rose was asked to organise that the plants in the planters be replaced.

Next meeting Thursday 28th April at 7.30 with a Fun Day meeting at 7.00 
