Forum meeting Thursday 30th June 2011
Present:  Brian Martin in the chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Clare Gale, John Gale, Cynthia Adams, Paul Robinson, Karen Davies, Paul Singleton, Sue Willis, Simon Adams, Barry Palmer, Pam Painter & John Connolly.
Apologies:  Allen Jones, Gordon Stevens, Paula Knowles, Daphne Harvey, Steve Richardson, Paul Goddard
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
The Planters have been replanted and are looking good.  Reflective paint on barriers will be done soon.  DP World are now doing things in the community i.e. haul road through Mucking at the rear of the Church.  John Purkiss suggested we ask Veolia for play equipment in Linford Park this would have to be done through Andrea Winterflood at the council, Marian to look into.  The ditches in East Tilbury would be cleaned out by the Community Service people in the near future.  Brian advised of a public meeting being held the following Tuesday, 5th July at St. Cleres regarding the future integration of the three schools, St. Cleres, East Tilbury Infant and East Tilbury Junior.  It would be a co-operative academy controlled by local people so all were urged to attend.  Most of the overhanging shrubbery had been cut back with just one garden left to be tackled by the council.  Paul Robinson had looked into the price of a notice board which could be placed at St. Francis, Lower Crescent Linford which could be used by the Church and the Forum.  He had found one for £1,000 which seemed a little expensive; John Connolly said he could build one similar to the board already in place at Linford Woods for £20.00. Linford Wanderers have met with the council hopefully all will be resolved and no extra fees would be charged and the arrangement would go on as it always has. 
POLICE REPORT
Welcome back to Paul Singleton, Karen reported that there had been 28 crimes in total. 1 burglaries dwellings, 7 burglary other sheds etc., 1 criminal damage not dwelling, 3 criminal damage dwellings (windows being smashed), 2 criminal damage other (fencing and street sign) 1 damage to motor vehicle, 1 GBH with intent, 1 harassment, 1 public order (section 4 off road motor bike), 1 theft of motor bike 1 theft of cycle, 1 theft from employer, 3 thefts from vehicles, 1 theft dwelling, 3 thefts others (including a trampoline).  Karen and Paul warned everyone to be aware of leaving unattended windows open in the hot weather and that burglaries could be on the increase due to Car Boot Sales in the summer.  There will be a special operation soon at night stopping vans etc.  It was all agreed that our police did a fantastic job and we were very lucky to have such a dedicated team in our area.  Priorities this month are motor bikes in the old Tarmac Quarry; the owners of the quarry have been made aware of the problem.  Karen apologised she couldn’t have the speed indicator on the 14th May as previously agreed as the police car was being used elsewhere and she had to way of getting the equipment to the area.  Hopefully she would be able to do this one day in the future.  It was reported that a Green Jaguar had been driving dangerously in East Tilbury, Karen to investigate.
SPORTS HALL

No problems or complaints from anyone – good relationship finally achieved.
YOUTH CLUB  
Simon and the two trainee youth leaders went to Stubbers on 1st June to meet members of the Jack Pletchey Trust and to take part in activities.  Both our trainees had impressed the committee and were a credit to us all.  Brian had taken 5 members of the youth club to Stubbers the previous weekend which was run by the Essex Boys and Girls club.  It was an excellent weekend although it rained.  John Purkiss raised the point that Havering Council were in fact trying to sell Stubbers.  Youth Club will break for summer holiday on Friday 22nd July.

FUN DAY

The weather was not good on the Fun Day but due to allocating £2,500 from our 2010-2011 Thurrock council “forum” budget and a £3,000 donation from Walsh we were left with a balance of £3,000.  The BBQ made £263 profit and the tea tent £273 profit.  The Inflatables made a £500.00 loss.  It was decided that a separate meeting be held to discuss the way forward, hopefully with the infant and junior school more involved.  We could even change the format to a music and sports festival. 
PLANS AND EVENTS

John and Barry reported that the council had unanimously rejected the planning application by Cory to take 5 years to finish the country park it would now go to Thames Gateway for a final decision.  The Bata Field development has not even done an arachnology survey yet.  The platforms at East Tilbury station are being extended as is all the stations on the line.
AROUND THE TABLE
John Connolly reported that there are still people from Southend camping in Linford Woods with drinks and drugs.  Essex wildlife are looking into the possibility of putting highland cattle or Dartmoor ponies in the field leading to the woods
Paul Robinson asked why there is no layby outside the shops at Linford.  Barry replied that the cars parked to go in the shops makes for traffic calming and also all the services are under the pavement there making it very expensive to construct a layby.
Marian on behalf of Daphne asked about the news that the free bus to Palmers College would be axed in September and could cost up to £300+ a year for students.  John had heard the news that day and was looking into it.  Also the blue recycling bin had not been collected for two weeks now in Strathmore and other parts of the Fairview estate – John to look into.
John and Barry also reported that yellow lines were going to be put in Alexander Way East Tilbury enforceable for one hour a day i.e. between 12.00 – 1.00 which would stop commuters parking there.    
Next meeting Annual BBQ at 11 Pinewood Close on FRIDAY 29th JULY 7 pm.  Partners and family members welcome. 
No meeting in August, next committee meeting Thursday 29th September
