Forum meeting Thursday 26th January 2011

Present:   Brian Martin in chair, Daphne Harvey, John Purkiss, Rose Philips, Barry Palmer, 
Pam Painter, Simon Adams, Allen Jones, Cynthia Adams, Steven Buckley, Ashley, 

Apologies: Karen Davies, Gordon Stevens, Paul Robinson, Jane Ringrose, Marian and Bob Kuyper, Bill Sargent, Sue Willis.

Guest speaker – Clive Burbridge Iceni Projects Ltd.

Minutes of last meeting accepted.

WALSH

Barry and John attended the council meeting, planning permission given for another nine years.
WEST TILBURY VILLAGE HALL

Tables have arrived and all ready been used.  Thanks were made to the forum.

DEVELOPEMENT OPP ST CLERE’S

Possibility of football fields being offered up to the Mucking crossing.

CLIVE BURBRIDGE

The developers are Colonade, (not the same as the 15,000 houses).
Outline Planning permission given after an enquiry.

As he is in charge of highways he had to look at the following:
Impact on level crossing.

Regeneration of site.

Bicycle accessibility
Pedestrian accessibility
Bus routes
A survey was carried out on 17th July 2008 at the peak times, am and pm
Over a period of 3 hours 

Using the figure of 315 houses,  they calculated that 84 cars would go out in one hour am and 34 cars in.  50 cars out in one hour and 77 cars  pm.
At the level crossing it would add 3 to 6 cars to any one set of queues 

The junction at Buckingham Hill Road propose traffic signals, this would cater for any increase from the Bata Industrial development if it were to go ahead.

Propose to put a crossing at mini roundabout by The George Public House.

Contribute to a footbridge over railway crossing.

Barry Palmer pointed out the difficulty we have with the emergency vehicles getting through.  We can not overcome this problem with the current system as he and John Purkiss had looked at it by visiting the signal box at Upminster.  Clive said he had approached all 999 services and they offered no concerns.  Barry P said that we had lots of concerns about them getting through.  John P said with 320 more families we would have a lot more.
Allen Jones said he had done some research and told us about a case in Bingley in Nottinghamshire where it took an ambulance 20 minutes to get over a crossing.  He also mentioned about the DP wharf and told us there was a ship going round the world at this present time carrying 15,200 containers and there are 5 of these ships in existence.  Rail traffic plus containers the railway crossing would be shut more often then at present.  

The council did their own survey on the crossing to present to the planning inspectors and they agreed the queues were long.

Clive said the emergency exit would probably be gated 18 metres from highway, with a 999 padlock.   It would have pedestrian and bicycle access. John P pointed out that the pathway by the zebra crossing was very narrow.  Clive confirmed that 3 safety audits would be carried out and if needed to be widened it would be done.

Brian thanked him for coming but felt that those round the table had not been convinced.

Brian asked if we should argue for a bridge but it was pointed out by John P that it would open us up for a further 10,000 houses to cover the cost of £10 million to build it.
BARRY PALMER

Yellow lines, public notices to go up for Thomas Bata, the avenues off Alexander Way and outside Linford Methodist church.  Also awaiting budget for it to go ahead.

JOHN PURKISS

Just before Christmas Kent County Council raised its head about a river crossing, he pointed out that there preferred option is C that will cut through West Tilbury.  Thurrock and Gravesham Council will fight together against any plans for this.
BRIAN MARTIN
The fun day will be held on the 18th June, £2500 had been set aside from the forum budget for this.  At the moment no more further funding is available.  Brian had spoken to Jane Ringrose about the hiring of inflatables at a lesser cost then last year.  A fun day planning meeting needs to be arranged.

SIMON ADAMS
Youth club was going well with some new members attending.  He is hoping that we may get some funding from the lottery via the Essex Boys and Girls club which we are linked too.

CYNTHIA ADAMS

Have now got the lights and thanked the forum very much on behalf of the residents.  They are waiting to put them up.

ALAN JONES
A barn dance is on for the 12th Feb at the village hall.

POLICE REPORT

A big shuffle of staffing is being carried out by the new inspector.  We will have Paula back from Corringham in March who will work opposite shifts with Karen; we are loosing Steven to Tilbury.  This means that along with Paul Singleton we will have someone covering our area from 8 am to 12 pm with a special unit of 4 police officers that can be called on at anytime.  Crime at the moment is low for the 3rd month in a row. There was a couple of domestics also some problems re parking in Stenning Ave.  Karen is hoping to get some funding for the youths with a chance to go on weekend trips to Colchester on an assault course.
Meeting closed at 9.15 pm

Date of next meeting is 26th February 2011 
