Forum Meeting 24th February 2011

Present:  Brian Martin in chair, Daphne Harvey, John Purkiss, 

Barry Palmer, Bob Kuyper, Simon Adams, Cynthia Adams, Gordon Stevens, Sue Willis, Ben Freeman PCSO

Apologies: Karen Davies, Paul Robinson, Rose Phillips, Alan Jones, Pam Painter, Marian Kuyper, Jane Ringrose
Minutes of last meeting, Paul Robinson in PC report should read Paul Singleton. Minutes accepted.

FUN DAY 18th June

Brian started the meeting with a summary of the meeting held at Bob and Marian’s in the afternoon regarding the fun day. This was attended by Brian, Bob, Marian, Daphne, Simon, Pam and Felicity.  We had decided to go with the joint booking of inflatables and staging as we think we will get a better price.  John informed us that Walsh’s had agreed to give us a donation to our fund,  Brian suggested we ask for £2500 and to ask if this could be on going for future fun days Bob had said that this would match the funding received last year which included £2,000 from the North East cluster.  Brian told Ben that the police had helped out in the past with traffic and parking and could he put it forward that this help would come again.  Ben said he would take this request back.  John said about informing the councils events manager, Bob thought he was no longer there.
POLICE REPORT

Ben reported the crime figures for January as follows:

Assaults 5  

Burglary’s 2  


Criminal Damage 1 


Theft of vehicles 3   
Theft from vehicles 2    
Thefts 2
John asked about theft of lead from roofs, Ben was not aware of any.  Theft of fuel, drain covers and street signs was big in other areas.  John asked if the police were doing spot checks on scrap yards, Ben confirmed this was the case and paperwork identifying the source of metal was also checked. The police are also spot checking any vans carrying metal. Brian confirmed that he had done a letter to the new Chief Inspector.

Ben mentioned about the funding Karen had got and Simon confirmed that we had 10 youths interested in the army assault course at Colchester. 

Cynthia advised that the motor bike nuisance was on the increase again with flat back lorries and vans being seen bringing in bikes at the weekends, in the Welland area.  Ben will report this back.

 COLONADE

Gordon asked about the traffic survey they carried out and the figures they had quoted.  Brian confirmed that we all knew they were a lot of nonsense.  John said at this present time no building firms are taking on any big builds, we may be able to use this to our advantage in the future.

YOUTH CLUB

Simon said we are getting up to 30 youths attending and all is going well.  Simon told us about the meeting he went to at the EBGC regarding the new pilot scheme they are running that will go to promoting young leaders with a certificate from the YMCA at the end of it, the club could get funds of £2000 for working with them.  Daniel Harris and Hannah Williams names have been put forward.  Brian mentioned the letter from David Crates that he had received regarding complaints about the village hall.  Daphne had had a visit from him also regarding the same. 

SPORTS HALL

Daphne mentioned that she was unable to use the hall due to Munday and Kramer monitoring the floor.   Brian made the point that there is no dialogue between us and the school as to the affects it has on the users.  Brian also brought it up that the junior school are closing the hall down because of the school use in the evenings in July for a period of 3 weeks.  Brian also said about the engagement of a site manager and requested John to attend the up and coming meeting regarding the new protocols they wish us to follow.

BARRY PALMER

Barry has not seen any activity on the Bata field too date.

Barry had requested that the derelict cottage on the corner of Muckingford Road to be tidied up as it was on the edge of a conservation area.  No interest has been forth coming.
The double yellow lines and bus shelter is on course and in the budget for March.  Brian asked about council cuts like the library, John said 300 had turned up on the Saturday, he felt any closures to be borough wide to make it fare.
GORDON STEVENS

Gordon asked about the cost of stalls on the fun day as he will ask if the natural history society would like a stall.
CYNTHIA ADAMS

Cynthia reported that the solar lighting has now been erected and is working well.
Brian closed the meeting at 8.40 pm 

The next Forum meeting is on 31st March 2011 7.30pm at Linford Methodist Church following a fun day planning meeting there at 7 pm.

