Forum meeting Thursday 28th April 2011
Present:  Brian Martin in the chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, John Purkiss, Rose Phillips, Cynthia Adams, Pam Painter, Daphne Harvey, Sue Willis, Michael Shafto, Steve Richardson, Paul Goddard, Paula Knowles, Simon Adams & John Connolly
Apologies:  Allen Jones, Barry Palmer, Paul Robinson & Karen Davies
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
Bob has now carried out the work on the Bata Reminiscence Centre computer.

Rose has organised the planters to be planted up within the next three weeks with suitable summer bedding plants
YOUTH CLUB  
Simon reported that the Youth Club has been closed for two Fridays due to Bank holidays.  Karen had taken 9 youth club members from East Tilbury to an Army Camp on an overnight stay, thank you Karen.
POLICE REPORT
The Forum welcomed Paula back to our area as PCSO with Karen.  Paula reported the crime figures for the month as 2 dwelling burglaries, 1 burglary shed, 1 criminal damage to shed, 10 thefts from motor vehicles and 1 GBH when a very serious injury was sustained.  Cynthia reported seeing a red van without a tax disc unloading motor bikes and had given the number plate details to Karen.  There is also a problem with quad bikes locally and fly tipping.   Bob had an email from Tilbury police asking if the Forum would fund 2 high vis yellow flak jacket covers for when PCSO’s are on bikes (the heavy high vis jackets issued are too hot in the summer).  Bob had discussed this with Karen who would like one if possible.  We agreed to fund the £89.00 to provide just one for Karen as she is the only local police presence in the area using a cycle.
SPORTS HALL

The previously reported issues were apparently a misunderstanding. Following various meetings between the school and Forum members, a new set of protocols have been set up between the headteacher Shelia Cosgrow, Brian Martin, Daphne Harvey and new caretaker Alan Winn.  Each party has undertaken to hand back the hall exactly as they found it and to make sure the dividing doors are open or closed as required.  It was hoped that this new spirit of co-operation would solve the on-going problems.  Brian reported that the school wanted to build a shelter for some of the sports equipment i.e. table tennis tables at a cost of £20,000 and they had asked if it would be possible for us to fund some of this, we do have £2,000 in our Sports Hall emergency fund which Brian suggested we donate.  Daphne pointed out that a far more reasonable way would be to get rid of some of the redundant dining tables which are taking up a large amount of room in the existing storage cupboards.  No decision was reached.
AROUND THE TABLE

John Connolly reported that there were still people shooting animals in Linford Woods and only that day he had found two baby fox cubs shot dead.  They also walk through the woods to the lake to shoot the birds there.  people have also been lighting fires and making camps.  John was worried that when he tackled these people he had no back up from the police.  Paula explained that if fire arms are involved then a health and safety risk assessment has to take place by the inspector which usually prevents the local police from attending.  

John Purkiss advised that Cory have applied to Thames Gateway Development Corporation for an extension of 5 years to the complete the restoration of the tip into a country park.Cory have also applied for an increase in lorry movements to 120 per day.  Their excuse this time is lack of available capping material for the new park however increasing the timescale and lorry movements would seem contradictory.  All members were urged to object to this proposal by the closing date of 12th May and we would also object as a Forum.  Please write to Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation, 2nd Floor CO1 Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex RM17 6SL quoting Ref No 11/50297/TTGCND or email Planners@thurrocktgdc.org.uk 
John was thanked for the new bus shelter in Linford but he reported that some residents did not want the seat that was taken to be put on the Green in Stenning Avenue.  The gate broken down at the Bata Farm would be repaired by AWA.  John has been in touch with the probationary services to see if the community service people could clean out the ditches this was being looked into as hand washing facilities and toilets have to be provided.  The mud and glass on the two forts footpath should be cleared away by the end of the month.  A meeting had taken place re the dustbin problem hopefully this would now be resolved. 

Bob was asked if he could invite Sustrans the company that build cycle paths throughout the UK to a Forum meeting in the future.

A query has been raised as to who owns the land between Linford Woods and the new Country Park.

The main Post Box in Linford is still out of order, Marian had found out that it will take eight weeks to replace.

There had been a very successful Youth Day at Coalhouse Fort the previous weekend but it had caused considerable problems with traffic and parking.  Paula said she would talk to the organisers to see if the Forum could be notified of upcoming events so we could take the members of the youth club along.  Paula also said that PCSOs were no longer allowed to work on Bank Holidays so could not have been able to help with the traffic problems caused.

Sue asked if other knee high barriers in the area could have reflective paint on them as they were dangerous at night time. She also reported that the paint was peeling off the one already painted.

Marian asked why there is new play equipment in Orsett, Horndon on the Hill and Corringham but Linford, East & West Tilbury still had none.  John replied that we are in the pipeline but it would be a while, perhaps we should look at what we need and apply to somewhere like DP world for funding.  Marian asked if the Council would maintain the equipment if we did this – John to look into that point.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Brain reported that St. Cleres has applied to become an academy and would be looking to have new representatives from the community.  They would become part of the North Thames Trust with the infant and junior school and possibly Hassenbrook, SLH Primary and Graham Jones.  St. Cleres is sponsoring our fun day so therefore we will not have to pay VAT on any items.

Next meeting Thursday 26th May meeting at the earlier time of 6.45 so John Connolly, of Essex Wildlife Trust, could lead an expedition around  Linford Woods first.
