Forum meeting Thursday 29th September 2011
Present:  Brian Martin in the chair, Marian & Bob Kuyper, Rose Phillips, Clare & John Gale, Cynthia Adams, Karen Davies, Sue Willis, Pam Painter, Chris & Kim Ford, Allen Jones, John Connolly, Gordon Stevens, Daphne Harvey.
Apologies:  Steve Richardson, John Purkiss, Paul Robinson, Simon Adams, Barry Palmer & Paula Knowles 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and agreed and Bob and Marian were thanked for their hospitality in hosting the annual Forum BBQ 
MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST MEETING  
Marian & Bob in conjunction with Thurrock Council have approached Veolia Mardyke Trust for funding for play equipment at Linford Recreation ground.  They requested £30,000 and are pleased to report that £25,000 has been granted.  Bob has now put in an application to the Big Lottery to see if they can meet the shortfall.  Hopefully the work will commence at the beginning of 2012.  Details of the equipment to be installed are being put on our website www.welcomcf.org.uk   Planters are still looking good, the ditches have still not been cleared out but the shrubbery has been cut back.  Several quotes have been obtained for the new Notice Board at St. Francis the best being £950.00 + VAT after discussion is was agreed to put this project on hold for the time being.  
POLICE REPORT
Although we welcomed Paul Singleton back last meeting unfortunately he has now been moved ultimately going to Lakeside.  Karen reported that there had been 80 crimes in total since the last meeting please note that this is over a 3 month period not the usual month. 2 ABH family dispute & assault in West Tilbury, 1 Arson Frome Park, 2 Assaults to constable domestic related, 4 Assault without injury, 1 Breach of Non molestation order, 11 Burglary dwelling, 13 burglary other, 2 Criminal damage other than dwelling, 1 criminal damage, 4 criminal damage other than building or vehicle, 7 criminal damage to vehicle, 1 Dangerous Dog, 1 Racially or religiously aggravated public order, 2 Robbery, 1 sexual assault, 9 Theft & taking of motor vehicle , 2 theft and taking of cycle, 2 theft from motor vehicle, 1 theft from person (mobile phone), 2 theft other (takeaway & metal ramps) 11 shoplifting at the Co-op.  Again is should be noted that this was over the summer holiday period.  It was reported that one problem family had now left the area.  John Connolly asked Karen who answer her mobile phone in her absence it was pointed out that the phone was shared by her colleagues in Chadwell St. Mary and Tilbury; he had reason to call the police regarding some young people in Linford Woods but didn’t get a response.  Karen reported that there would be more changes in policing in the coming months due to a trial run of a new “Pathfinder” scheme in November here for the whole of Essex Police and the closure of sub stations and admin being moved to Dunmow.  Allen Jones reported that a large scrap lorry had gone through West Tilbury that week and taken down the telephone lines.  Priority for this month would be noisy motor cycles especially the one that keeps roaring up and down Princess Margaret Road, Marian would try and get a photo.
TREASURERS REPORT
Bob reported that we now only get administration expenses from the council of £475 a year.  We started this financial year in April with £9,542 in the bank which included a £2,500 allocation from our 2010 budget towards the 2011 fun day. As of 1st August 2011 we have a total of £10,072 in the bank.  Allen asked if we should consider applying for charity status but nobody was keen to taking on board the job.
SPORTS HALL

Daphne Harvey reported that the sports halls booking are going well with bookings for Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday.  Street Dancing has made enquiries as they have applied for further funding.  The Redeemed Christian church of God hires out the hall 5 hours a week.  A large brick built storage cupboard has now been built outside the sports hall which would hopefully solve the various storage problems.
YOUTH CLUB  
Brian Martin reported that we had closed the Youth Club during the summer holiday and had now in fact hired another youth leader Marlon.  Unfortunately when the youth club started again on 23rd September nearly all the children that turned up were of the challenging variety.  
FUN DAY

St. Cleres School are very keen to put on this event once again.  Marian reported that she was very disappointed at the lack of local interest last year, yes the weather was bad some of the time but very few local people turned up.  Chris Ford suggested we need to find out why local residents did not come. Perhaps it is time to change the format and also get the local primary school and other local organisations involved. There are extra bank holidays during 2012 for the Queens Diamond Jubilee and of course we have the Olympics.
AROUND THE TABLE
John Connolly reported that he only had one problem in Linford Woods this summer he hasn’t heard any more about the possibility of Highland cattle or Dartmoor ponies being in the field leading to the woods. It was also discussed if it would be possible to have a Santa’s Grotto in Linford Woods this year, John would be happy to make the grotto and clear paths to it.  This would be discussed more fully next meeting.
Pam Painter reported that the refurbishment of St. Francis was nearly completed and would be used for small local community groups.  Perhaps a club for older people on the lines of drop in centre for tea/coffee and to offer any help needed with form filling etc.

Allen Jones reported that the Kings Head now has a large marquee in the back garden and when they have events in the marquee all the village can hear the loud music and it goes on to 12.30 when considerable noise is then made by the people leaving, doors slamming etc. 

Marian had discovered that Little Lions playschool had closed and were not using Linford Village Hall now; there had been a playschool in the village hall for over 35 years.
Gordon Stevens asked if there was any possibility of getting the play equipment replaced in East Tilbury Village.

Next meeting on Thursday 7.30 Thursday 27th October

As both local councillors could not attend the meeting Marian phoned John Purkiss the following day with various questions that had arisen during the meeting:-

There has been no further interest in the Bata Field Development, John had talked to Ian Anderson and he reported that developers are not interested at the moment in taking on such a large project.

Cory had withdrawn their application to extend the time they need to take to finish the country park.

Local residents had complained regarding the yellow lines in Alexander Way

Double decker buses were being stored during the day in the Bata Business park (as reported by Pam Painter) John would look into this to see if a change of use was required.
